A dialogue: Socrates and the pigeons

Socrates:
It seems to me that ‘possessing’ is not the same as ‘having’. For instance, someone has purchased a robe, but, although he owns is, he does not wear it. Of such a person we can say that he possesses the robe, but not that he has it.

Theaetetus:
And justifiably so.
Socrates:
Then also see if it is possible to own in like manner knowledge without having it. It could then look like someone who would have caught wild birds, pigeons for instance or other birds, and who would have fabricated a pigeon home at his house in which he keeps those animals. Of him we could say, I think, that in a certain way he ‘has’ them, because he ‘possesses’ them. Is it not?
Theaetetus:
Yes.
Socrates:
However, in another sense, we could say that he ‘has’ none, but that he simply came into a certain ability regarding those birds, as he brought them within certain surroundings within the reach of his hands. For he is able to grasp and ‘have’ them, each time he wants: he catches each time the birds he wants, then let it go again, and this he can do as often as he pleases.

Theaetetus:
That is the case
Socrates:
Than we have to get to work once more. It used to be that we molded in the soul a wax model of some kind; now we fabricate in every soul a kind of pigeon house with a variety of birds; some of them live in large groups, apart from the others; some in smaller groups; some live by themselves and fly between the others, at random.
Theaetetus:
Let us assume that we have completed this. Then what?
Socrates:
When we are still small children, we have to say that the cage is empty, and in this sense we have to think not of birds, but of bits of knowledge. If now someone acquires some bit of knowledge and brings it into his enclosure, shall we say that he has learned something from other or that he has discovered something by himself, be it the item to which the knowledge is related. And that is knowing.
Theaetetus:
Good
Socrates:
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